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Crestwood officials cut corners and gave residents 
tainted water for two decades

Gocelin Lopez, 5, swings in the shadow of a Crestwood water tower. About 11,000 Crestwood residents of Crestwood unknowingly drank tap water 
contaminated with toxic chemicals linked to cancer and other health problems, a Newspaper investigation found. Photo by Steve Layton.

UK court: Boris Johnson’s suspension of Parliament unlawful
By Jill Lawless
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A Scottish 
court dealt another blow to Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s Brexit plans 
Wednesday, ruling that his decision 
to suspend Parliament less than two 
months before the U.K. is due to leave 
the European Union was an unlawful 
attempt to avoid democratic scrutiny.

The government immediately 
said it would appeal, as the po-
litical opposition demanded John-
son reverse the suspension and 
recall lawmakers to Parliament.

With Brexit due in 50 days, the 
court ruling deepened Britain’s 
political deadlock. Johnson insists 
the country must leave the EU on 
Oct. 31, with or without a divorce 
deal to smooth the way. But many 

lawmakers fear a no-deal Brexit 
would be economically devastat-
ing, and are determined to stop him.

Their case got a boost late 
Wednesday as the government gave 
in to a demand from lawmakers 
and published a document showing 
that a hard exit could lead to log-
jams for freight, shortages of  some 
foods and medicines, major travel 
disruptions and possible rioting.

The document’s release was the 
day’s second setback for Johnson 
and followed the surprise judg-
ment by Scotland’s highest civil 
court, which found that the govern-
ment’s action suspending lawmak-
ers was illegal “because it had the 
purpose of  stymieing Parliament.”

Johnson claims he shut down the 
legislature this week so that he can 
start afresh on his domestic agenda 

at a new session of  Parliament next 
month. But the five-week suspension 
also gives him a respite from rebel-
lious lawmakers as he plots his next 
move to break the political impasse 
over Brexit and lead Britain out 
of  the EU by Oct. 31, “do or die.”

But a panel of  three Court of  Ses-
sion judges in Edinburgh said “the 
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By Philip Gefter
The New York Times

Robert Frank, one of  the most in-
fluential photographers of  the 20th 
century, whose visually raw and per-
sonally expressive style was pivotal in 
changing the course of  documentary 
photography, died on Monday in 
Inverness, Nova Scotia. He was 94.

His death, at Inverness Consoli-
dated Memorial Hospital on Cape 
Breton Island, was confirmed by 
Peter MacGill, whose Pace-MacGill 
Gallery in Manhattan has repre-
sented Mr. Frank’s work since 1983. 
Mr. Frank, a Manhattan resident, 
had long had a summer home in 
Mabou, on Cape Breton Island.

Born in Switzerland, Mr. Frank 
emigrated to New York at the age 
of  23 as an artistic refugee from 
what he considered to be the small-
minded values of  his native coun-
try. He was best known for his 
groundbreaking book, “The Ameri-
cans,” a masterwork of  black and 
white photographs drawn from 
his cross-country road trips in the 
mid-1950s and published in 1959.

“The Americans” challenged the 
presiding midcentury formula for 
photojournalism, defined by sharp, 
well-lighted, classically composed 
pictures, whether of  the battlefront, 
the homespun American heart-
land or movie stars at leisure. Mr. 
Frank’s photographs — of  lone in-
dividuals, teenage couples, groups 
at funerals and odd spoors of  cul-
tural life — were cinematic, im-
mediate, off-kilter and grainy, like 
early television transmissions of  
the period. They would secure his 
place in photography’s pantheon. 
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Documentary 
photographer 
dies at 94

Photographer Robert Frank, whose 
raw style and candid images of 
ordinary Americans helped define 
photography of the 20th century, 
died Monday. Photo by Dodo Jin 
Ming.

By Philip Hersh
Staff Reporter

The omelet Tera Moody ordered 
earlier this summer in a Chicago res-
taurant had mushrooms, tomatoes, 
spinach, onions — all in a skillet with 
the surface area of  a bowling ball.

It was a meal fit for the elite mara-
thoner Moody has become after 
years battling an eating disorder that 
nearly ended her running career.

“My advice to young women is 
to focus on yourself  and don't com-
pare yourself  to other people,” 
said Moody, 28, whose remarkable 
comeback has led her to Sunday's 
World Championships marathon 
in Berlin. “That's what got me in 
trouble, seeing people who were re-
ally skinny running well, not know-

ing then that it might help you run 
well for a year but it wouldn't last.”

Others' opinions about her shape 
can no longer cause her the discom-
fort that led to an eating disorder so 
severe the 5-foot-8-inch Moody said 
she dropped from 128 to 96 pounds 
in her first semester at the Uni-
versity of  Colorado a decade ago.

“We became extremely worried 
when we saw her in November at 
the NCAA [Cross County] Cham-
pionships,” said her mother, Cleta.

Her parents recommended 
she have the problem evaluated 
when she returned home to St. 
Charles that Christmas. In a de-
nial typical of  anorexics, Moody 
refused, saying she was fine.

“I don't lie to my parents, and 
I lied about this,” Moody said.

Elite college runners gener-
ally are encouraged to be lean. 
To Moody, that suggestion was 
a catalyst toward anorexia.

“I'm a Type A personality, so I 
took that as to stop eating,” she said.

Moody was skipping breakfast, 
eating an energy bar for lunch, then 
having dinner. All the while, she was 
trying to run, live with a chronic sleep 
disorder, deal with the anxiety of  go-
ing from St. Charles High School 
to college and the self-imposed 
pressure to do well academically.

Moody learned in March of  her 
freshman year that her body fat was 
6 percent, well under the level con-
sidered anorexic. She also learned 
how many people anorexia kills.
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After battle, taking on world
Former prep star overcomes eating disorder to compete for world marathon title
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By Michael  Hawthorne //  Staff  Reporter

L ike every town across the nation, south suburban Crest-
wood tucks a notice into utility bills each summer reas-
suring residents their drinking water is safe. Village lead-

ers also trumpet the claim in their monthly newsletter, while 
boasting they offer the cheapest water rates in Cook County.

But those pronouncements hide a troubling reality: For 
more than two decades, the 11,000 or so residents in this 
working class community unknowingly drank tap water 
contaminated with toxic chemicals linked to cancer and 
other health problems, a Newspaper investigation found.

As village officials were building a national reputa-
tion for pinching pennies, and sending out fliers pro-
claiming Crestwood water was “Good to taste but 
not to waste!,” state and village records obtained by 
the newspaper show they secretly were drawing water 
from a contaminated well, apparently to save money.

Officials kept using the well even though state en-
vironmental officials told them at least 22 years ago 
that dangerous chemicals related to a dry-clean-
ing solvent had oozed into the water, records show.

The village avoided scrutiny by telling state regula-
tors in 1986 that they would get all of  their tap water 
from Lake Michigan, and would use the well only in an 
emergency. But records show Crestwood kept draw-
ing well water on a routine basis— relying on it for up 
to 20 percent of  the village’s water supply some months.

The well wasn’t shut off for good until December 
2007, after the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
tested the water for the first time in more than 20 years.

The agency found not only that the well 
was still contaminated but that Crestwood had 
been piping the water, untreated, to residents.

Since then, the EPA has cited Crestwood twice for 
violating environmental laws, yet has failed to no-
tify people who drank the well water for years. The 
agency continues to investigate, and Illinois Atty. Gen. 
Lisa Madigan’s office also is looking into the matter.

The most likely source of  the contamination is a dry cleaners
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Marathoner 
Tera Moody 
competes in 
Colorado last 
July. Photo 
by Steve 
Layton.


